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	2023 ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN REVIEW






		Keeping the Punta Gorda Nature Park looking beautiful and inviting for the entire community to enjoy requires more effort than may meet the eye. We are proud to share our primary accomplishment for 2023. And of course we remain hard at work now during 2024 to continue our success.﻿
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“ PROVIDE A COMMUNITY GREEN OPEN SPACE
o BY landscaping and maintaining 5 of the park’s 2¢ acres, the (Green Thumbs provide
a place where individuals ahd community groups Cah exercise and relax in a place
that is @ model of Florida Friendly [LandsCaping.

. EXPAND PARK PLANTINGS - NEW SERENITY GARDEN
o On the park’s east Side, this hewest planting space was designed to inspire feelings
Of Calm and serenity as You walk amongst boulders and plantings.

“ INVEST OVER 2,600 VOLUNTEER WORK HOURS
o At the Florida minimum wage rate of $12/hr., that equates to over $30,000 in
contributed time.

= RECEIVE THIRD PARTY RECOGNITION:
o Designated as a Florida Friendly Landscape / (Gold [evel for 2023/202¢ by the
University of Florida Charlotte County Extension Service
o Designated as “The People’s Garden” by the (J.S. Dept. of Agriculture.

“ EARN GRANTS
o Manatee Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society supplied $500 funding for
Serenity (zarden plants
o Punta Gorda Garden Club donated $500 to the general fund
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. COLLABORATE WITH COMMUNITY RESOURCES

(e}

(Ongoing collaboration with City of Punta Gorda, which owns the land and provides
lawn mowing, waste piCk-up and general oversight

Partnership with Crossroads Hope Academy students who periodiCally join Green
Thumb volunteers for heavy duty garden maintenance tasks

Many Green Thumbs also volunteer for Punta Gorda in Bloom

Collaboration with the Congregation (Jnited Church of Christ, inCluding mutual
gardening assistance and partiCipation in the church’s annual Earth Day event.
Book clubs, yoga groups, plein air painters and more use the park as a meeting
place.
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“ INITIATED A NEW FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN FOR GIVING TUESDAY

o TRaised over $600. on 11/23/23

= ADDED 6 NEW VOLUNTEERS FOR A TOTAL OF 27

o New volunteers always welcome and have the opportunity to choose preferred
tasKs.

. DELIVERED FREE GARDEN EDUCATION FOR THE COMMUNITY VIA

“TALKING PLANTS”
o Three free community Classes conducted in the park, each attended by at |east 20
people: Orchid Growing, Dealing With Changing Climate in the Garden, Butterfly
Gardening. ([,ook for new Classes in early 2025/)

= SENT SEVEN SEASONAL NEWSLETTERS

o Park updates sent to mailing list Of almost ¢00 Community members.
= HELD FIVE BOARD MEETINGS

= EDUCATION AND COLLABORATION FOR.GREEN THUMB VOLUNTEERS
o Two business meetings
o Two annual socCial get-togethers in the park

= SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE
o Www.PGIGreenThumbs.org
o www.Facebook.com/PGIGreenThumbs





